Frullania tamarisci (L.) Dumort. var. azorica J.-P.Frahm (subg. Frullania) is described as new from the islands of Terceira and Pico (Azores, Portugal). It resembles var. tamarisci, but differs in longly apiculate, incurved leaf apex ending in an unicellular tip and not decurrent underleaves.
In August 2004, I spent two weeks of holidays on the islands of Terceira and Pico in the Azores. Amongst the specimens I collected during this trip were some new records of species, which were published separately (Frahm 2005a) . Some specimens still withstand the identification, since these (especially pleurocarpous mosses) are possibly not European species but maybe tropical ones or perhaps also endemics. Endemics are here regarded as palaeoendemics, relicts of the bryoflora of continental Europe in the Tertiary, which survived here on the Makaronesian Islands. This effect is indicated by the genera Echinodium and Andoa, which are known as fossils from the Tertiary of Europe, but presently left over only in the Macaronesian Islands. One of the unidentified liverworts was a Frullania. The plants are very conspicuous at first glance in view upon the dorsal side because of the incurved leaf apices, which end in a long fine acumen. They were collected several times on top of Serra de Santa Barbara in Terceira and once in Pico. Pictures viz. specimens of this taxon were sent to J. Vana, S. Robbert Gradstein, Tamas Pócs, Alfons Schäfer-Verwimp or Manuela Sim-Sim, specialist on Macaronesian Frullania species. The colleagues had either no opinion on this specimen, confirmed that it is a species not known from Europe, regarded it as an tropical species or included the specimen into the large variability of F. tamarisci. The acuminate-apiculate leaf lobules clearly place the specimens in Frullania sect. Tamariscinae, but the question is whether these specimen belong into the variability of F. tamarisci, represent an infraspecific taxon of the latter, a species described from overseas or a new hitherto overlooked species.
Frahm
The variability of Frullania tamarisci is treated in several publications (Müller 1958 , Grolle 1970 , Hattori 1972 , Bisang et al. 1989 . Müller (1958) Grolle (1972) gave no description of the varieties. Hattori (1972) provided a worldwide overwiew of the Frullania tamarisci complex, the infraspecific taxa of the European F. tamarisci and the closely related species in North America and Asia. Neither his key leads to the taxon from the Azores nor the numerous illustrations describing the great variability fits this taxon. Bisang et al. (1989) refer to the same varieties mentioned by Müller (1958) . The other relevant literature (Paton, Damsholt) gives no indication of forms of F. tamarisci with such a long spiny leaf apex. Therefore it can almost be excluded that this taxon has already been described before as infraspecific taxon of the latter. The differences of the Azorean plants are, however, so important to recognize these plants as infraspecific taxon of F. tamarisci. Therefore it shall be described here as new variety. 
